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One Vote Shy: the Balanced Budget Amendment

“Public debt is the greatest of dangers to be feared
bya republican government. ” Thomas Jefferson

In 1962, the Federal Govemment s budget reached $100 billion. By 1971 it had doubled
to $200 billion. By 1977, it had doubled again. In 1983, the Federal budget topped $800 bllllon
The budget for next year, fiscal yea.r 1997, will be more than $1,600 billion.

Of course, spending has far exceeded revenues, which explains why next year the Federal
Government will spend something hke $240 billion — nearly $1,000 for every man, woman, and
child in America — just to pay for mterest on the Federal debt, which is more than $5 trillion!

After years of trying, last year the Congress came within one vote of sending a balanced
budget constitutional amendment to the States. The amendment did pass the House of -

Representatives on January 26, 1995 when H. J. Res. 1 was approved by vote of 300-to-132,
easily exceeding the necessary two-thuds majority.

The Senate added an amendment restricting the power of the courts to enforce the
amendment and defeated many weakenmg amendments, but then, on March 2, 1995 the Senate
failed by one vote to adopt the proposed constitutional amendment.

The amendment had blpartlsan support, as any constitutional amendment must. Fifty-
two Majority Senators and 14 Mmonty Senators supported it — but it needed one more.
l
Six Senators who voted against the balanced budget amendment in March 1995 had
voted for it 12 months earlier. The [1994 and 1995 votes are shown on the back of this paper.

The American people overwhelmmgly support a balanced budget amendment. Ina
Gallup poll published in the May 22 1996 edition of USA Today, 83 percent of Americans
favored a balanced budget amendment and 14 percent opposed it.

Presndent Clinton “firmly opposes” the balanced budget amendment. However, a
president has no formal role in amendmg the Constitution.
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Two Balanced Budget Votes — And Why We’re Still a Vote Short
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